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Beluga School for Life review 2010 

for all friends and supporters 

 
Construction and inauguration of the new school building 
The year 2010 was marked by the construction of the new school building for the Beluga School 
for Life, which required eleven months of digging, laying bricks, welding, painting and 
decorating. In November ï right on schedule ï the school building was ready to be officially 
inaugurated. There was a solemn ceremony for which all children and staff as well as numerous 
guests gathered in front of the new building. Nine monks blessed the building and made sure 
that evil spirits were cast out. BSfL Ambassador Miriam Pielhau travelled all the way from 
Germany to personally inaugurate the building and cut the symbolic ribbon.  
 
A few days later the BSfL received an official visit. The private secretary of the king with his 
entourage, the governors of Phang Nga and Phuket, the chief administrative officers of various 
ministries and political representatives paid their respects to the entire project. The official 
approval to name our new school building after the private secretary of the king is a great honor 
and evidence of the appreciation for the work of the BSfL. It now bears the name 
ñWotcharathai.ò 

Above all, for the Beluga School for Life and the children the new building means 1,400 m² (~ 
15,000 sq.ft.) of spacious class rooms and laboratories flooded with sunlight, a friendly and 
inspiring learning environment that makes one want to go to school, and finally enough room for 
all children of the Beluga School for Life, so that no one must attend school outside the BSfL 
anymore.   
 
The construction of the new school building was made possible by the 2009 RTL telethon 
during which enough money was collected for the equipment of the school and running costs for 
one year.  
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Beluga School for Life ï UN Decade ï Project of the week 
For the period from 31 May 2010 to 6 June 2010 the Beluga School for Life was the official UN 
Decade Project of the Week. The UN initiative honors projects around the world that focus on 
integrating sustainable development into educational systems. The selection committee is 
composed of more than 100 worldwide experts. The aim of the award is to make visible 
everywhere the importance of sustainable development. As part of this commendation our 
childrenôs aid project was not only represented on the UN Decade homepage (http://www.bne-
portal.de) but also on the homepage of UNESCO. We are delighted about this honor. 
 
 
SPIN ï Bremen students pedaling for a good cause 
From June 4 through 6, the SPIN charity event took place at Sportwelt Bremen 
Woltmershausen. Together with students from the Schulzentrum Walle, Willi Lemke was the 
first one to start pedaling. According to the motto ñSave People, get Involved Nowò the Bremen 
START fellows ï gifted students from immigrant families ï organized an athletic charity event 
under the patronage of Willi Lemke in his capacity as UN Special Adviser to the UN Secretary 
General on Sports for Development and Peace.  
Over the course of three days, students from the region, committed adolescents and adults and 
of course the START fellows cycled on indoor bikes for the children at the Beluga School for 
Life. Every kilometer was sponsored by companies, associations or private individuals. Fifteen 
members of the Werder U15 and U16 teams also participated ï supported by the Werder 
Bremen foundation each participant ñspunò about 20 kilometers, resulting in a sum of 1,000 
euro. With their commitment the START fellows collected a total donation of 2,300 euro, which 
was used for purchasing a school bus for the students of the BSfL. The bus was delivered right 
on time for the inauguration of the new school building.  
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Sponsoring association 

After the successful formation of the Fördervereins der Beluga School for Life e.V. (sponsoring 
association of the Beluga School for Life) the year 2010 also saw the introduction of the 
associationôs homepage (www.bsfl-foerderverein.de). On the website you will find background 
information about the project, the flyer of the sponsoring association as well as an application 
for enrollment. The associationôs aim is to support children in their personal development and 
education through membership fees. Recent successes include four new members, among 
them two companies.  
 

 
 
Organic farming 
The Organic Farming area of the Beluga School for Life has been extended by 25 rai (40,000 
m2) of land. On part of the property there is a small rubber tree plantation. The rubber is used to 
produce rubber mats onsite which are later sold to support the school. On the rest of the land, 
new stables with pig, goat and chicken runs have been built and large areas for the organic 
cultivation of various types of fruit, vegetables and herbs have been established. The cultivation 
supports the needs of the BSfL kitchen so that food such as fruit, vegetables and meat do not 
have to be purchased at the market but can be produced domestically, gradually increasing the 
self-sufficiency of the school.   
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Double dental examination 
In early May, the German dentist couple Inge and Karlheinz Kager began a complete dental 
examination of the children at the Beluga School for Life. This time, all children of the project 
were examined and some needed treatment in the form of anesthesia, fillings or even 
extractions. To alleviate the childrenôs fear of the equipment and small operations, staff 
explained to them what the doctors were doing.   
The dentist couple Melanie and Sebastian Weiland also supports the Beluga School for Life 
through prophylactic treatments and tooth-cleaning exercises, and on occasion even had to pull 
a few teeth.  
To ensure the long term benefits of the examinations both couples initiated a screening 
program. For this, four older BSfL students were appointed as dental assistants. They will 
instruct and support the children regarding dental hygiene and make sure that the children 
thoroughly clean their teeth. Medium-term the dentists plan to establish a dental clinic and 
integrate it into the BSfL infirmary. At the end of 2010 donated sterilization equipment was 
already sent to Thailand. In close cooperation the dental clinic will be visited at regular intervals 
to ensure continuity and success for the benefit of the children.  
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Educational school trips to the Beluga School for Life 
Learning through experience is exciting and effective. Thanks to the new educational school trip 
to the Beluga School for Life German students can get to know Thailand in a unique way from a 
very special vantage point and gain insight into the aid project.  
The idea for the educational school trip was developed in 2008 during collaboration between the 
Bremen University of Applied Sciences and the Beluga School for Life. 
Following the desire to establish a network including the aid project and international schools, 
the students of the Learnersô Company developed a concept for a trip that aims to enable 
cultural exchange with Thailand.  
The exchange program is now available and can be viewed via the website 
www.schulbegegnungsreise.de  
 
 
A sewing workshop for the Beluga School for Life 
Another project to support the creativity, craftsmanship and independence of the project as well 
as the entrepreneurial skills of the children was the establishment of a sewing workshop at the 
Beluga School for Life. Apart from table cloths and napkins for the restaurant, the workshop can 
be used to design and produce blankets, pillows, bags and much more for personal use or for 
sale at the BSfL Childrenôs Shop or the market. The children not only learn a useful trade but 
they also learn to calculate quantities and prices. They see which products are selling well and 
which do not and can draw their own conclusions. All these things are important foundations for 
success in a later professional life. As so often is the case, the purchase of the necessary 
equipment and accessories was made possible by a generous donation.  
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Beluga School for Life officially becomes a UNESCO Associated School 
Living together in cultural diversity in a pluralistic world - this is the superordinate educational 
objective of the UNESCO Associated Schools and now also officially the goal of the BSfL. Even 
though the BSfL has been dedicated to a culture of peace, protection of the environment, 
sustainable development and equitable balance between rich and poor ï the guidelines of 
UNESCO Associated Schools ï the school in Na Nai now has the opportunity to be involved in 
the international network of associated schools. More than 8,500 schools in 180 countries are 
members of the UNESCO network and promote encounters, joint projects, partnerships and 
exchange projects with schools in other countries. In line with the objectives of UNESCO the 
members promote and demand the right to quality education for everyone and appropriate 
treatment of each other. We are pleased that the BSfL is now officially recognized as an 
ambassador for high quality education and fair treatment. 
 
 
Plant for the Planet 
In the spring of 2007 the then 9-year-old Felix Finkbeiner spoke to his class about climate 
changes of our time, its effects and possible solutions. He appealed to his classmates: ñLetôs 
plant a million trees in Germany, because trees bind CO2, which in turn can stop global 
warming.ò Inspired by the Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize winner and environmental activist 
Wangari Maathai, shortly after his presentation Felix founded the student initiative ñPlant-for-
the-Planet.ò 
In the Beluga School for Life the initiative has now found its first partner in Thailand. Support of 
the Thai government made it possible to obtain 300 seedlings in a short time, which were 
planted in early September. The mayors of the surrounding communities as well as some of the 
local partners of the BSfL were also present. Special thanks went to the initiator Tom Moessle, 
who called the BSfLôs attention to the ñPlant-for-the-Planetò campaign and thus substantially 
contributed to its implementation. BSfL Ambassador Miram Pielhau also supports this campaign 
and together with the children planted trees against climate change during her stay at the 
Beluga School for Life.   
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Establishing a book manufactory 
After 12 months of preparation the year 2010 saw the launch of a book manufactory at the 
Beluga School for Life. With the help of the initiators of the projects, enough donations were 
collected at various events to purchase the necessary equipment and materials for 
implementing the project and to finance transportation costs. By July 2010 all materials and 
tools were on site. Training of staff and children at the BSfL began in October. Now the book 
manufactory is an integral part of the afternoon curriculum. The children skillfully make paper, 
refine it with plant parts, create typeset from linoleum, color paper and decorate it for later use 
as book covers or covers for boxes. The project is a huge success (a great asset for all) and 
already the first orders from some hotels in the area for handmade paper have been placed.  
 

 
 
 
Soccer as a universal language ï Werder Bremen coaches visit Beluga School for Life 

(BSfL) 

As part of the project ñ100% WerderWorldWideò two coaches from Werder Bremenós young 
talent center visited the Beluga School for Life in Na Nai to show the children some tips and 
tricks of the pros. At the five day soccer camp during their fall break, the participating children 
trained twice a day, focusing on stamina and technique, and learned several useful moves from 
the pros. 25 children from the BSfL and the region participated in this first soccer camp, and 
after the first few days it was clear to everyone that this camp would not be the last. The 
coaches were very impressed with how much joy and enthusiasm the children displayed. Even 
the great amount of rain could not keep the children from having fun while centering, passing, 
and heading the ball. 
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After a successful week the coaches left with the desire to establish a sustainable project with 
fixed coaches. The children and coaches look forward to the next soccer camp at the Beluga 
School for Life. 
 

 
 

 
Play and do good ï professionals help the Beluga School for Life 
In November 2010 the major charity event ñSpielend Gutes tun ï Profis am Ball für die Beluga 
School for Lifeò (engl. = Play and do good - professionals on the ball for the Beluga School for 
Life) took place. The event at the EWE-Arena in Oldenburg attracted several hundred visitors, 
who were all excited to watch the Werder Bremen soccer players and VfL Oldenburg handball 
women play. At the beginning of the entertaining event Werder played the VfL women in a short 
soccer match, which the Werder pros won 3:1. In the second half they played handball and the 
handball women won this match 13:8. The most important result of the fun-filled day was the 
collection of 10,000 euro from ticket sales, food sales and donations. This money will be used to 
develop and build a water supply at the BSfL in 2011.  
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Impressions of Beluga School for Life 
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